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Fditorial: Pence the paid protester 


Kokomo Tribune Editorial Board 

Sunday was supposed to Peyton Manning’s day. The legendary retired 
quarterback, who spent the 1998 to 2011 seasons with the Indianapolis 
Colts, was to be inducted into the team’s ring of honor during the halftime 


of their face-off against the San Francisco 49ers at Lucas Oil Stadium. 


But, President Donald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence made sure it 


was all about them, instead. 


Saturday, Pence flew from Las Vegas to Indianapolis. Before Sunday’s 
game, reporters with Pence were told to stay in their van outside the 


stadium as they wouldn’t be there long. 


“As media pool has been made aware, a staffer told pool that VPOTUS may 
depart the game early. Did not indicate how early,” wrote NBC News 


reporter Vaughn Hillyard on Twitter on Sunday. 


On his own Twitter account, Pence posted a photo of himself and second 
lady Karen Pence as if it were taken at 11:27 a.m. Sunday. That same photo 
had been published on his official Indiana governor account Nov. 23, 2014 


during a Colts game against the Jacksonville Jaguars. 


What happened next couldn’t have been a surprise. The 49ers had 
consistently led the way on the National Football League’s controversial 
national anthem protests. (Former quarterback Colin Kaepernick helped set 
off this movement last season.) As “The Star-Spangled Banner” played, 
several 49ers players did just as they done numerous times. On cue, the 


Pences and their security detail stormed out. 


“T left today's Colts game because @POTUS and I will not dignify any event 
that disrespects our soldiers, our Flag, or our National Anthem,” Pence 


tweeted before flying back west to Los Angeles. 


This immediately felt quite staged, a fact which was confirmed by Trump 


himself not long after. 


“I asked @VP Pence to leave stadium if any players kneeled, disrespecting 


our country. Iam proud of him and @SecondLady Karen,” tweeted Trump. 


So, how much did this pre-planned virtue-signaling show cost the American 


taxpayer for the flights alone? 


“According to the Air Force, flying a C-32, the model of plane used for Air 
Force 2, for one hour costs about $30,000. Pence's flight from Las Vegas to 
Indianapolis Saturday took about three hours and 20 minutes, so it cost 
about $100,000. Pence then flew from Indianapolis to Los Angeles on 


Sunday, which took about four hours and 45 minutes, costing about 


$142,500. The grand total: about $242,500,” reported CNN’s Rene Marsh 


on Monday. 


Ever since Trump’s inauguration, baseless rumors of the protesters 
demonstrating against the administration being paid have swirled. As it 
turns out, Pence himself turns out to have been the paid protester after all. 


What a twist. 


